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The affordable housing crisis in Hawaii hit close to home for an outreach worker who said she's lost at least four clients before

they could get into permanent housing.

HONOLULU (KITV4) - Just three months ago, Daniel Crawford was hoping to find a

permanent home after finally being placed into a low-income housing program.

"A second chance would be great," he said.

But now it's too late.

"We were pleading with landlords to take a chance on people like Daniel, and

unfortunately he passed away this past weekend without a home," said Kara England,

founder of The Radical Hale. "To have people die on the streets or without a home in

Hawaii is outrageous to me. It should never have happened."

Without enough landlords willing to rent to homeless people -- especially those with

mental illness and disabilities like Crawford -- the state's facing a huge problem in

solving the social crisis. It also risks foregoing millions of dollars in federal funds to get

people into low-income housing.

More than 4,000 are homeless on Oahu -- many of them waiting for landlords to accept

their subsidized housing vouchers, according to Laura Thielen. She's the executive

director of Partners in Care, a homeless advocacy group.
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Kristen joined KITV4 in March 2021 after working for the past two decades as a newspaper reporter.
Kristen's goal is to produce meaningful journalism that educates, enlightens and inspires to affect positive
change in society.

"We need at least a couple of thousand more landlords, whether that's mom and pop

landlords who have one unit or larger companies that have multiple units," she said.

"We're seeing a lot of folks who have a higher level of need that are being priced out of

housing and there is just not enough units available that are able to deal with their

situation."

For many landlords, the hesitation stems from negative stereotypes and the perception

that the risk is higher with this population.

Crawford had been living on the streets of his hometown of Wahiawa for most of his

life after years of drugs, crime and incarceration. Most recently, he was staying in a

shack with no running water or electricity, and sleeping in his wheelchair while

waiting for an appropriate unit.

"To die on the streets without dignity is the saddest part of all," England said.

Homeless advocates are hoping more landlords step up to help people in need,

especially the most vulnerable waiting for a chance to get off the streets.

While lawmakers consider boosting Hawaii's minimum wage, business owners
express concerns
By Kristen Consillio

Produced in partnership with the Economic Hardship Reporting Project.
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